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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE JIDDA 6331 

E.9. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: GAO, ESTC, PARM 

SUBJECT: GAO REVIEW: CONTROLS EXERCISED OVER COMMERICAL ARMS AND 
MUNITIONS SALES TO FOREIGN BUYERS 

REF: STATE 218469 


GAO TEAM IS WELCOME IN JIDDA. HOWEVER, WE FEEL WE 
MUST POINT OUT THAT DATES SELECTED FALL DURING A PERIOD 
IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE CULMINATION OF THE HAJJ. 

AS A CONSEQUENCE, HOTEL ROOMS WILL BE ALMOST COMPLETELY 
UNAVAILABLE. GOVERNMENT OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED NOVEMBER 2 
THROUGH NOVEMBER 18. IN ADDITION THE ATTENTION OF THE 
AUTHORITIES WILL BE COMPLETELY DEVOTED TO HANDLING THE PILGRIMS 
BEGINNING ABOUT MID-OCTOBER. IF YOU COULD POSSIBLY SELECT 
OTHER DATES. WE BELIEVE YOUR VISIT WILL BE MORE PORFITABLE FOR 
YOU AND THE MISSION. BETTER TIME WOULD BE IN EARLY DECEMBER. 
WEST 
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